
Devotions practiced by the Archconfraternity 

None of the practices of piety recommended here oblige under pain of sin, mortal or venial. To 

become a member of this Archconfraternity it suffices to have one’s name inscribed on the register 

of the members.  

Nevertheless, as the end of this pious association is to serve and honour the Blessed Virgin, invoked 

under the title of Mother of Perpetual Succour, the members should earnestly endeavour to ensure 

the maternal protection of Mary by having perpetual recourse to Her. What use, indeed, would it be 

to have the honour of being numbered with the privileged children of Mary, unless at the same time 

we honour Her by a more assiduous and more fervent devotion? 

The members are therefore strongly recommended,  

1. To wear a medal of Our Mother of Perpetual Succour and St Alphonsus. 

2. To place in their houses a Picture of Our Mother of Perpetual Succour. They will not fail to 

honour Her as the Patron and Protectress of their families, and they will say their usual prayers 

before this Picture or one of St Alphonsus. 

3. To say every morning and evening, on their knees, three Hail Mary’s to Our Mother of Perpetual 

Succour, and a Gloria in honour of St Alphonsus, with the following ejaculations: “O Mary, Mother 

of Perpetual Succour, pray for me! My Protector Saint Alphonsus, in all my wants, make me have 

recourse to Mary!” 

4. To choose a day every month on which to renew their consecration to the Blessed Virgin Mary 

and to St Alphonsus, and, if possible, to receive Holy Communion for the intentions indicated in no. 

6. Priests can apply the Holy Mass, or at least make a memento, for the same intention. Besides this, 

they will endeavour to spend this day as if it were the last of their lives. 

5. Fervently to celebrate, by receiving if possible the Holy Sacraments, the Feast of Our Mother of 

Perpetual Succour, fixed for the Sunday preceding 24 June in our Monastery church, on 27 June in 

other churches and the Feast of St Alphonsus, 2 August. 

6. To offer up all their prayers, Communions, sufferings and good works for the Holy Church, the 

Sovereign Pontiff, the conversion of the most abandoned sinners, for the souls in Purgatory and for 

the members of the Confraternity, living and dead.  

Other recommended practices of devotion 

In order that the members may secure the continual and efficacious protection of the Ever-blessed 

Virgin and obtain Her perpetual succour, we will point out some pious practices, leaving each one 

to choose those which he likes best, and which are most suitable to his circumstances: 

1. To assist in spirit on Saturdays at the Perpetual Novena devotions which take place at 7pm, in the 

Church of the Archconfraternity on Golgotha Monastery Island, in honour of Our Mother of 

Perpetual Succour. 

2. To unite themselves to the Triduos and the Novenas which are celebrated by the Transalpine 

Congregation of the Most Holy Redeemer, especially the Novenas of Our Mother of Perpetual 

Succour, the Most Holy Redeemer, and St Alphonsus.  

3. To make every morning a quarter of an hour at least of mental prayer. Meditation is, says St 

Alphonsus, “Morally necessary in order to obtain the grace of perseverance. He who does not 

practise mental prayer knows little of his spiritual wants, and the necessity there is of praying in 

order to resist temptation and to save his soul. The consequence is, either he does not pray at all or 

that he prays too little; and so, by neglecting prayer, he loses his soul.” 

4. Every evening to say family prayers together, and devoutly to recite the Rosary. “Happy,” 

exclaims St Alphonsus, “is the family in which this beautiful devotion is practiced!” 

5. On all Sundays and Holidays to make half an hour’s spiritual reading out of a good book, and, in 

preference, out of the works of St Alphonsus. 

6. Lastly, the members will not forget the admonition addressed by the zealous Doctor to all 

Christians: “Of all devotions, there is none so pleasing to Our Mother as that of seeking Her help in 

all our wants; For example, when we have to give or ask advice, in dangers, afflictions and 

temptations, and particularly in temptations against purity. Mary will certainly come to our aid if we 

have recourse to Her by invoking Her holy name, which has particular power against the devils.” 



 

INDULGENCES WHICH WERE ONCE GRANTED TO THE ARCHCONFRATERNITY. 

Indulgences granted to the members 

(By briefs and rescripts dated 10 and 20 March, 19 May 1876; 26 September and November 1877; 

20 July 1878; 22 April 1882.) 

1. PLENARY INDULGENCES. 

1. On the day of their admission into the Archconfraternity, provided that, after having confessed 

their sins with true sorrow, they receive Holy Communion. 

2. At the hour of death, on the condition of confessing with sincere contrition and receiving Holy 

Communion, or, if this be impossible, of invoking devoutly the Holy Name of Jesus, at least with 

their heart if they cannot with their lips. 

3. On the day of the Feast of Our Mother of Perpetual Succour, or on one of the seven following 

days, provided that, after Confession and Communion, they visit a church and pray for the intention 

of the Pope. 

This feast is fixed for the Sunday which precedes the Nativity of St John Baptist, 24 June. This day 

is the anniversary of the solemn coronation of the miraculous picture. (Outside of Redemptorist 

churches the feast is celebrated on 27 June.) 

4. On 2 August, the Feast of St Alphonsus, or one of the seven following days, on the conditions 

indicated in no. 3. 

5. Once a month, on the day chosen by each of the members to approach the Holy Table and renew 

his consecration according to the rules, by fulfilling the other conditions mentioned in no. 3. 

6. Once a month, on any day they choose, on condition of saying at least once a day the two 

invocations: “O Mary, Mother of Perpetual Succour, pray for me. My Protector Saint Alphonsus, in 

all my wants, make me have recourse to Mary!” 

7. Four times a year, on any day they choose, for reciting at least once a day, the “Nine Petitions to 

St Alphonsus” 

2. PARTIAL INDULGENCES. 

1. An indulgence of 300 days, once a day, by those who visit devoutly a church and the picture of 

Our Mother of Perpetual Succour or that of St Alphonsus. 

2.An indulgence of 7 years and 7 quarantines by visiting a church on any of the four following 

days: 

The feasts of the Archangels St Michael (29 September), and St Gabriel, who are both represented 

on the picture of Our Mother of Perpetual Succour. 

The Feast of St Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist, in memory of the ancient church of St Matthew, 

which stood in the Via Merulana, Rome, where for three centuries the holy picture was held in great 

veneration. 

The Feast of Our Lady of Good Counsel (26 April), the day on which, in 1866, the miraculous 

picture was restored to public veneration, and solemnly exposed at Rome in the church of St 

Alphonsus on the Esquiline. 

3.An indulgence of 60 days, as often as they assist at Mass or at any other office, or recite five Our 

Father’s and Hail Mary’s for the deceased members of the Confraternity, or perform any other good 

work of piety or charity. 

4. An indulgence of 300 days, three times a day, morning, noon, and night, for reciting the two 

invocations to Our Mother of Perpetual Succour and St Alphonsus, mentioned above. 

5. An indulgence of 7 years and 7 quarantines, once a day, for reciting the “Nine Petitions to St 

Alphonsus.” 

6. An indulgence of 100 days, once a day, for reciting the Antiphon Sancta Maria, succurre miseris, 

etc. (Holy Mary, succour the miserable, etc.) 


